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Group Art Unit: 3683 
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Examiner: 



Filed: March 29, 2004 

For: WEAR DISPLAY DEVICE FOR DISPLAYING BRAKE LINING WEAR STATES 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



It is respectfully requested that the documents listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A 
be considered by the Patent and Trademark Office in the above-referenced application and made 
of record therein. Full text copies of the relevant documents are enclosed. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a) (3) (i), a concise explanation of the relevance of each 
reference that is not in English follows: 

B. DE 3816949 Al- Is concerned with a method for monitoring thickness of brake 
linings of disc brakes. A distance sensor (WA) is arranged at a caliper the measured values of 
the distance sensors (WA) of each shoe of the caliper (BZ) are compared and the uniform wear of 
the brake linings is controlled. The evaluation of the measured values of the distance sensors 
(WA) is made by a microcomputer /x C (Fig. 3). The microcomputer is connected to a mileage 
recorder (mileage counter) (KZ) and the mileage at which new brake linings are inserted, is 
stored. Depending on the stored mileage and the wear of the brake linings in relation to the 
mileage of the next check the resulting mileage of the brake linings is calculated by linear 
extrapolation. Thus, only the mileage when the brake linings are substituted is stored in the 
microcomputer. 

C. DE 3348387 C2 - Refers to a method for securing the operation of brakes with 
brake linings undergoing wear. The amounts of wear of at least two brakes (1,2) during the 
same braking operation are compared with each other. In case of a difference between said 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. $ 1.56 AND 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 



DUR1VJ66034 I 
IDS-SRCH 



Attorney Docket: P10545-US1 (011317-224) 



amounts of wear the braking pressure of at least one of the brakes (1, 2) is corrected to 
compensate the difference in the amounts of wear. 

D. EP 0 934859 Al - Refers to a device for controlling the brake power 



proportioning (brake power distribution) with a vehicle having three or more axles. Actuators 
are arranged for each brake such that by a control unit 23 the operating forces (actuating forces) 
are distributed by means of the actuators. The electronic or electromechanical- sensors are 
provided for each brake or axle and deliver electric output signals containing information about 
the wear of the brakes which can be evaluated by the electronic control unit. The purpose of 
this device is to improve the distribution of the braking force to harmonize the wear of the brake 
such that a harmonization of the wear in relation to the brakes of permanent loaded axles is 
possible with respect for an auxiliary axle which may be loaded or unloaded. In short terms, 
this device is used with trucks having a front axle (VA) and a rear axle (HA) as well as an 
auxiliary axle (ZA). For actuating the brakes 11 to 14 and 16, 17 actuators 18i to 186 are 
provided. 

Respectfully submitted, A 
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Registration No. Q8j)94 
Attorney for Applicant 
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Durham, NC 27705 
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